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Into tht Weighty LE Ace 


| Caſe of Conſcience, 


his Deceaſed Wite's Siſier ; 


John (the Bapt: 0100. ſaid unto Herod, it it mt Law ful 


for thee to have thy Brother's Wife, Marth. 14. 4. 


Nene of you ſhall approach to any that is near of kin to 


him, to uncover their nakedneſ's, I am the Lord, 
'Levit. 18. 6. 


And if a Man foall ale his Siſter, Ki Father's Dawgbrer, 
or his Mother's Daughter, and ſee her nakedneſs, and 
ſhe ſee his nakedneſs, it is a wicked thing : and they 


quity, Levit. 20. 17, 
A Man may not Marry his Wife's Saſter. 


Table of Marriage ſet forth by Order of the Moſt 
R. R. Dr. Parker, and Br. Sheldon L. L. 
__ Archbiſhops of Canterbu 
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LA: LONDON, Pr 1 521 7. Lawrence at the SED 4 in the | 


Poultry, and R, Parker under the Royal E . 170 Wo, 
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Whether a Man may Lawfully Marry 


ſhall be cut off in the ſig bt of their People. He hath] | 
uncovered his $ tſters nakedneſ. He ſoak bear his a | 
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-þ queſt as an expreſs 


| * , T0 the Iny 3 | 1 
Sir Samuel Bleweit of 222 9 


in the County of Eſer Knight: 


SIX. 
T pleaſed the R.R, Paſtors of this 


I City, in one of their Synodical Afe 

ſemblies, to requeſt me to give them 
my Thoughts on this difficult ubjed of 
aman' s marry in, his deceaſed Wife' Siſter = 
The Spirit of the. Prophets is ſubject to 
the Prophets, and I accounted their Ne. 
Command. Their 
Wiſdom ſaw further than my Weaknels, Ring 
who could not imagine the Keatons they 
had for this unuſual Q 
ſince, I find that there was too great oc> 
caſion to have it debated, far no leſs 

than Four Men, even within the Pre- 
eincts of this City, as I have been moſt | 
credibly informed, are. unhappily 8 
| volved in theſe ſinful Marriages. The 
wk e ieee the Perſons WAS 


te urged to me for 
their Legality; gs = the holy Spirit of 
God hath rendered this Argument incon- 
eluſive: We being poſitively and perem- 
ptorily forbidden to follow a Multitude 
to do evil, nor are we to walk by 
Example, but by Precept. 

There is not a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
who doth not by Vertue of his Office lie 
under an indiſpenſable Obligation to de- 

ſtroy Sin and ſave Sinners. | 
Po ſſibly this poor Diatribe may contri- 
bute ſomething thereunto, and be as a ſa- 
ered Amulet, to prevent and preſerve o- 
thers from falling into thoſe pernicious 

Snares, which is the principal Cauſe of its 
Publication. ] preſumed to prefix your 
worthy Name to its Frontiſpiece, 
thereby entitling you to its Patronage. 
You have Goodneſs enough to pardon 
my Preſumption, and to accept of 
this tho a ſlender Teſtimonial of that un- 
feigned Love and Honour which. is pore 
| you by, _ SIR, Your mt 
3 H umble and Obedient 8 ervant | 
"London Jon 7. ae. 2. O H N Q CICX. | 


one ws bete Arg ens 


5. ADVERTISEMENTS. 
V Hereas there was about Three Tears ſince 
: | Publiſhed by Mr. Quick, Propoſals for the 
Printing his Icones Sacre, being the Lives of Seventy 
Eminent Divines, Engliſh and French in Three Vo- 
lumes in Folio; the Reaſon of it's not Publication: 
is this, the very next Week after the Death of his: 
moſt noble Patron, who would have Printed his. 
Works at his own Expences, it pleaſed God to vi- 
s f fit Mr. Quick with thoſe cruel Torturors of Scholars. 
3 the Stone and Gout, the Strangury and Nephratick: 
4 Collick in his Bowels, Oc. together with a Compli- 
cation of ſeveral other inveterate Diſtempers, under 
which he has groan d Night and Day for above theſe 
Three Years time, fo that till the Lord ſhall pleaſ 
to reſtore him to his former Health, that he may 
be able to get in Subſcriptions, or to raiſe up for 
him ſome other munificent Mecænas, the Publication 
is ſuſpended. „%%% 


e 
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Queſt. Whether a Mar may marry his Wife's Siſter, | 


Right. For the Rule in Law is, That is only 
peoſſible which is lawful. Nor do we here enquire 


about Humane Laws, ſuch as the Imperial Civil Law, 


nor about Laws Eccleſiaſtical, ſuch as the Decrees of 
Councils, or the Papal Canon-Law, whether by virtue 


of theſe ſuch Marriages being ſolemnized are therefore 
lawful. None of theſe do either bind or oblige our En- 


 gliſh Proteſtants, our Engliſh Reformed Chriſtians, for 
we are not under any foreign Power or Juriſdiction ; or 


if we were, could that diſcharge us from our Antecedent 


Obligation to the Divine Law ; but the Queſtion is of 
the Divine Law, whether by the Law of God a Man is 


warranted in this Action? whether God doth allow and 


approve, and will give his good Bleſſing to it ? A Man 
had need lookto it that he have God's Authority for ſuch 
a Marriage, for no leſs than his will licenſe him to under- 
take it; and if he hath this, he hath that which will in- 
dempnify and fave him harmleſs from all Impeachments 


and condeinnatory Sentences, not only in theſe inferiour 
Terreſtrial Judicatories, but from others v hich may be. 
brought againſt him at that dreadful Tribunal of the laſt 


1 = One 


and great Day. 
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His Queſtion is not about matter of Fact but of 
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One thing more I cannot but adviſe my Reader of, 
which is this, That this Caſe is of very great Importance; 
and ſhould be of very great Account with us Proteſtants. 
For it gave Occaſion, 1. To the Abolition and Extirpa- 
tion of the Papal Authority out of this Kingdom. 2. To 
our juſt Seceſſion from the Communion of the Antichri- 
ſtian Church of Rome. 3. To the Reformation of Reli- 
gion in the midſt of us. For Henry the 8th. having 
married the relict of his deceaſed” Brother (Katherine 
Princeſs Dowager of Wales,) by whom he had Three 
Children (which is the very ſelf ſame Caſe with ours, 
only the J ables are turned: For if a Man may marry 
his deceaſed Brother's Widow, he may alſo by parity 
of Reaſon marry his deceaſed Wife's Siſter,” and if Two 
Brothers may not marry ſucceſſively the ſame Woman, 
then alſo Two Sifters may not fucceſſively marry the 
fame Man) I fay that Henry the Eighth having married 
Katherine Princeſs Dowager of Wales, the Relict of his de- 
ceaſed Elder Brother, and this by vertue of the Pope's Diſ- 
penſation, Dr: Longland, afterward Lord Biſhop of Lin- 
'coln, but at that time the King's Confeſſor; ſuggeſted 
to him the unlawfulneſs of his preſent Marriage, as 
being inceſtuous, a mortal and damnable Sin. The 
King hereupon is wounded, or at leaſt profeſſed to be 
wounded in his Conſcience, and having no reſt nor 
quiet Night nor Day, as he ſolemnly declared before 


R many Witneſſes, doth endeavour a legal Divorce from 


1 his preſent Wife, and thereby a Legal Diſſolution of that 


\ 


This 


— 


9 | : i 3 b 6 A 
; This Marriage haying been ar, firſk conſummated. by 
Papal Authority, he applyed himſelf unto the Court of 
Rome for a Diſſolution of it; but the Pope abroad, and 


his Commiſſioners here at home, the Cardinals Woolſey and 


Campegius having juggled with the King, not acting as 
religious Caſuiſts, but as ſubtle Politicians in this Af- 
fair; after ſome Delays and Shiftings, they declared at 
laſt that they had not full and ſufficient Powers to make 
a final Deciſion of it, and therefore diſmiſſed the Suit 
back again unto the Pope; and ordered the King and 
Queen both to appear by their Proxies at Rome to re- 
ceiye their final Sentence. Nor at Rome would, or durſt 
the Pope judge impartially of this Affair, becauſe he 
was terrified by the Emperor Charles the 5th, Nephew 


to Queen Katherine of England, who appeared zealouſſy 
in his Aunt's Cauſe, and belieged the Pope himſelf in 


Rome, with an Army of Lutherans under the Conduct 
of the Duke of Bourbon. 


4 4 a 5 1 * 


e King having been thus abuſed by the dilatory and 


Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, and to the foreign 


Univerſities in France and Italy, requeſting their Judg- 


ments about it, who do all generally declare in his Ma- 


Thar of Orleans, April 1. 1529. That of Angiers, May 
Jeuſe, the 1 


ſt of Octob. 1530. That of Bononia, June 10. 


1530. And that of Pedua, July 1. 1530. 5 
1 ths Ow. 5 Tap ua © 


deceitful Proceedings of the Papal Courts, ſteereth ano- 
ther Courſe, for he propounds his Caſe to our famous 


1530. That of Bourges, June 10. 1530. That of Th. 


Dr. Cranmer (who was afterwards Lord Archbiſhop of | 


Canterbury)being conſulted with by the Secretary of State, 
(who met with him accidentally at Waltham) about this 
Caſe of the King, He gave his Opinion in theſe Words. 
© That it would be a ſhorter and ſafer way once to clea it well, 
6 if the Marriage was unlawful in itſelf 5 virtue of any di vine 
© Prece pt, for if that were proved, then it was certain that 
© the Pope's Diſpenſation could be of no force to make that law= 
6 ful, which Ged had declared to be unlawful. . 
This Deciſion of that moſt reverend Prelate and re- 
nowned Martyr is molt pat and pertinent to our pur- 
poſe, and accordingly I ſhall reſolve the Caſe in this 
— e br 


Mp That the Marriage of the deceaſed Wife's Siſter 16 forful, utterly 
- unlawf: ul, for hidden, | and condemned by God, 


[IN s not to be perpetrated upon any account, what- 
LJ forever Honour, Fleature or Advantage may be 
-  Pretended, expected, acquired, or enjoyed by it; they 
will neyer counteryail thoſe Damages the delinquent 
Creature ſhall ſaſtain by it. Bur chis Marriage is a Sin, 
for it is forbidden by the Law of God. dee 18. Leviticus 
6. 9. Nun of you ſhall approach to any that is near of lin to 
bim, to uncover their Nakedneſs. I am the Lord. "Note 0 
beſeech you, that the Prohibition is General, and that 
dhe Authority of the Legiſlator, which is Sovereign and 


Deſpotical, doth eſtabliſh and render it inviolable and 
unchangeable. But in yerſe'the gth, the Law is more 
3 — 


-- — — * — WED - : 


ſpecial and particular, The Nakedreſs of thy Siſter, the 
6 Daughter f thy Father, or Daughter of thy Mother, whe. 
| & ther ſhe be born at home or abroad, that is, whether ſhe be 
; © of the whole or half Blood, thou ſhalt not uncover their 
e Nakedneſs. And again, Chap, 20. v. 17. If a Man 
e ſhall take his Siſter, his Father's Daughter, or his Mother's 
Daughter, and ſee her Nakedneſs; and ſhe ſee his Naked- 
| Creſs, it is a wicked 750 and they ſhall be cut off in the 
gt of their People, He hath uncovered his Siſter's Naked- 


| © neſs. He ſhall bear bis Iniquity, And verſe 21. If a Man 


© ſhall take his Brother's Wife, it is an unclean thing. He 
© hath uncovered bis Brother's Nakedneſs, they ſhall dye 
| . . 
J cannot paſs by the judicious Annotations of our 
© moſt learned Ainſworth upon theſe Texts. By this 
c word Approach, faith he, The Hebrews do ſay, whoſo com- 
eth to any of theſe Nakedneſſes, (the unlawful Copulations 
mentioned in thoſe two Chapters) either by way of Copulation, 
cor that embraceth and 1105 by way of Luft any of his kin, 
c is to be beaten by the Law. Fur the meaning is, ye ſhall not 
© approach unto the thing, which may bring you to the uncove- 
© ring of their Nakzedneſs, And it 15 unlawful for a Man to 


0 make $zons with Head, Foot, or Eye, (as 6. Prov. 1 3.) 40 
| ay Thee to ſport with her, or to gaze on her Beauty, near 
c a kin. The Hebrew Sheer ſignifieth Fleſh, 73. Pal. 26, 
1. Prov. 11.. And as Baſar Fleſh is uſed ſometimes for 


| Kindred, 29. Gen. 14. 50 is Sheer in this Caſe of Mar- 


© riage and Copulation, and fo by the Chaldee and 

c Greek it is tranſlated near and near of kn, hay” 
Wh; EFT FF 535 FOO. Cook 

| hh, C a 


Db) 
that is the ſecret or Mameful parts of che Body, whereof | 
* once Sin came upon Mankind, we are moſt aſhamed. There- 


ore the Greek, tranſlateth it ſhame or uncomlineſ. „ which alſo 


© the Holy Ghoſt alloweth in 16, Revelat. 15. and 3. Reve- 
clat. 18. It ig called the ſhame of Nakedneſs. To uncover 

© the Nakedne ſs here meaneth carnal C opulatios and Inceſt, 
0101 only out of married Eſtate, but alſo unlawful and ince- 
5 ſtuous Marriages. The Hebrews ſay whatſoever Copulation 
© 75 forbidden in the Law, for which one is gulty of cutting 

© off, and which are ſpoken of in Leviticus, v. 18. They 


c are called Nakedneſſes, as with Mother, 9 Site, or D 4 ugh 5 


c ter, and the like. 
0 Verſe gth. Whether ſhe be born at 8 Hebrew, 


21 the birth or kindred of the Houſe (or Home,] or of the 5 


© birth abroad; which the Chaldee expoundeth thus, 
c Which 15 begotten of the Father or of another Woman, or 7 


0 by Mother by another Man. The Hebrew "Calls — 
further als it thus, whether ſhe be his Siſter by the 


© Father, or by his Mother, either in married Eſtate or by 


< Fornication, as if his Mather or his Father have committed 
© Whoredom with others, and he hath a Siſter from Fornica- 


c tion; Loe this 1s Nakedueſs that is forbidden unto him, as 
01 15 written, born at home, or , born abroad. So l in Targum 


© Jonathan tis expounded, whom thy Father hath begotten 
ex avother Woman, or of thy Mother, or whom thy Mother 


© hath born by thy Father, or another Man. 


Now the great enquiry will be what kind of Law is 
this, which prohibits theſe Marriages. To which I 
anſwer, 


WES 


anſwer, it mult'be either one of the Ceremonial, or 
Judicial, or Moral Laws, 
1. Not a Ceremonial Law, becauſe thoſe Laws had 
an eſpecial: Reference unto Chriſt, typified Chriſt, 
or ſomething relating to * which chis doth not in 
the lest. 

2. The Ceremonial Ling was aboliſhed by the Death 
of Chriſt, and utterly extinguiſhed with he Temple 


of Treat, which was the Seat and Center of all the 


Jewiſh Ceremonies But this Law is in Being, and 
fall Power, Force, and V igour to this very Day, not 
only in the Chriſtian World, but among the civilized 


Nations that are not Chriſtian 


If any one ſhould urge that theſe Marriages are 


ſolemnized even in the Chriſtian World, and that a 


great Prince dethroning ſome Years'ago the King his 
elder Brother, did alſo marry his Wife, his Siſter in Law, 
and this by Papal Diſpenſation. I anſwer, that any 
Lawyer will tell you that the Diſpenſation procured 
for the ſolemnizing of this Marriage, was fo fat from 
inyalidating or enervating the Law which prohibited this 
Marriage, that it did the more validly ratifie and con- 
firm it. For if ſo be the Marriage had been lawful, 


there was no need of a Diſpenſat ion to proceed unto 


its Celebration; but becauſe it was unlaw{ui, therefore 
there was a neceſſity of n a Diſpenſation to legiti- 


0 mare it.” 


2. Nor ſecondly is it a Judicial Law, becauſe ir 


wa violated by chem, to whom Myſes his ſudicials 


Were. 


{ Mother Tongue. 


3 (8) . 
were neyer given, yea and long before this divine Le. 
giſlator had enacted or promulgared any of theſe Laws. 
For 'tis moſt certain the Judicials did primarily, if not 
ſolely affect and oblige the Citizens of the Common- 
wealth of 1ſracl, who of all People of the World had 
this peculiar Priviledge to be under a T heocraſy, a divine 
Government, whoſe King and Sovereign was Jehovah 
the moſt high God (as is evident from 1 San. 8. 7. 
and 33. Eſay 22.) and whoſe Laws were divine Laws, 
given them by God himſelf, 20. Exod. 1. exc. Nor were 

any other People or Nations obliged by them, farther 
than by their Equity. But the Amorites who dwelt in 
the Land of Canaan, had tranſgreſſed this negative Pre- 
cept, It is not lawful for thee to marry thy Braher's Wife, 
| ſhe that had bin fo, nor thy Wife's Siſter, and were there- 
fore deſtroyed by the Iſraelites. And this Sin of theirs 
was committed before Moſes's Judicials were known or 
_ . * publiſhed in the Land of Canaan, therefore it is none 
of theſe Judicials. 33 
3. Wherefore thirdly it remains that it muſt be a 
moral Law. And thus when the Lucheran Divines 
in Germany had been conſulted with in this Caſe, did 
they peremptorily determine it. Their Deciſion was 
ſent unto Henry the 8th, in Latin, which for the be- 
nefit of my Engliſh Reader, I ſhall tranſlate into our 


From this Conference which we had with the Right Re- 
© verend Lord Edward, Lord Biſhop of Hereford, and with 
Mr. 4Archdeacon Nicholas, and My, Doctor Barns, we were 


Fully 


© fully infigmed of thiſe Arguments which they had propanded, 
and moſt induſtriouſiy managed in and about that weighty 


© Controverſy of the Drvorce of the moſt ſerene and moſt illu- 


© ſtrious Hing of England, France and Ireland, and they 


© gave us to underſtand that his moſt Excellent Majeſty was 
induced by very great and powerful Cauſes, and even ne- 


© ceſſitatea to do as be hath done in this Bufmeſs of his Mine 


© rrage. For this is evident, nor tan any one deny it, 
© that the Law delivered in the 18. Leviticus verſe the 20. 
© doth forbid a man to marry his Brothers Wife, &c. That 


this Law muſt be underſtood to be a divine, natural and moral 
Lam, ferbidding not only,” the marrying the Wife of the 
ding but of the dead Brother. And that againſt this Law 


c none other Law tan be made or ordained, even as the 


Univerſal Church hath always kept and obſerved this Law, 


c and judged ſuch Marriages. to be mceſtuous, as 1s evident 
© from the Decrees of Synods, and the declared Opinions of | 
the moſs holy Fathers. Tea alſo the Civil Laws do for- id 
Ebid theſe Marriages, and do ſtyle them mceftuous, | 
© And we our ſelves alſo are of the ſame Judgment with them, 
c that this [el ſame Law of not marrying the Brothers Wife 
ig to be obſerved in all our Churches, as a divine, natural, 


c and moral Law. Nor would we allow or ſuffer eſpecially before 


c the Fadi, that ſuch Marriages f fhould e contrafted. And vy 


"© the grace of God we both. can and will defend eaſily as 
c with a wet finger this our Aſſertton. But as to what con- 
c cerns the Drvorce, we are not as get ſo fally | perſwaded as to 


© declare our Opinion about it, whether after a Marriage ſo 


6 
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c contrafted (as is the particular C 10 F his mo * Serene 

King) there ſhould be a Divorce made. Wie therefore be- 

* ſeech his Majeſty to take in good part this Suſpenfin of 

© our Opinion till ſuch time as we are better ſc — in our 
Minds conternmg it. 

If any one ſhould ask of me e whether this be a mo- 
ral natural Law, or a moral poſitiye onely, this par- 
ticular negative Law given by Aleſes, I anſwer it is 
not much material whether it be the one or other: It will 
be enough for us if it be only a moral poſiti ve Command. 
It's true the Lutheran Divines of Germany, who were con- 
fulted with all the laſt Age about this Article of - Henry 
the Fighth's marrying his deceaſed Brother's Widow, | 

did in this Reſcript of theirs, which I juſt now pro- 

duced, peremptorily and expreſly aſſert it to be a di- 
Ines natural, and moral Law. And if ſo. 
Then 1. it is an Univerſal Law, _ anch obli- 
ging a'l Mankind in all Ages, in all Places nd Bounds 
of their reſpeCtive Habitations. 
2. It is perpetual, of laſting Force and Power at 
al times, as long as there ſhall be any” of the Chil- 
dren of Adam upon Earth. 

3. And therefore chirdly, it muſt wok be in- 


. diſpenſable, no Man, no King, no Emperor, no 


Pope can permit, wärrant, or atithorize the Marriage of 
ſuch near Relations: For it muſt be a 1 5 
to that of the Supreme and Sovereign Legiſlator and 
, of God imſelf, the e See and Preſerver” 


(ir) 


of Huwäne Nature, that can diſpenſe cher with the 


' Breach of a divine moral poſitive Law, or of a divine 


moral natural Law. But certainly it is beyond all 
poflibility of doubting or denials that the Power of 


Men, Kings, Emperors and Popes, is infinitely inferiour 


to that of God's. 

Before we 2 any farther, it will be neceſſary 
to enquire a little into the Notipn and Degrees of 
Kindred, and the Line of it. Perſons are laid to be 


alen each to other, either by Conſanguinity or 
Affinity. 


1. By Conſanguinity, which 18 2 Communion in 


Blood, derived from one and the ſame Stock, as 
g Brethren and Siſters from one or both Parents, of the 
full or half Blood: And fo likewiſe the Father's or 


| Mother's Brother and Silfer are e of Conſanguinity and 
their Children. 


Alfnity is 2 Relatiye Alliance, 


2. Kindred by. 


wrought out, and coming in by Marriage. As the 


Brothers Wife is of Affinity to the Brother, and 


thus alſo the Uncles Wife is of Affinity to the N ephew. | 


3. A Line is a Collection of Peiſons coming 


from the Stock or Root. This is threefold. 


1. The Right Line aſcending, as the Father, 


| Grandfather, Great Grandfather," &. or the Right 
Lene deſcending downward, as the Son, Grandſags, 
Great Grandſon. 


2. be Line collateral above as the Fethers "Wo * 
c 2 ther 7 | 


* 
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| , or 2. in the middle, as Brother, Siſter, Untle's 

in or thirdly below: as Brother's Son or Daughter, | 

and their Sons and Daughters. ue 
3. A Degree in Affmity or Confanguinity is the 

diftance of Perſons from the Stock, eicher near or 

_ off. Here note 


That in the Right Line aſcending and deſcend- 


L ing, there are as many Degrees as' there be Gen- t 
| rations and Perſons: As the Son is one degree frem u 
his Father, in the ſecond degree from his Grand 1 b 
| father. — 
. in the Collateral Line there are fo many De- TS 


grees as Perſons, one being taken away, as Tſaac and 

| Bethuel the Sons of Abraham and Nathor, both the 

| Sons of Terab, by whom the Accompt pafleth, R b 

| from whom they on each ſide deſcend, is not rec. 

koned. Thus St. Ambroſe Biſhop of Milleine, 1 "Sn. ; 
4 


eime ſhewed that the Computation wr thus, Brother's. 
Children are joined together in the fourth degree. 
See his 66. Epiſt. 
In the Collateral Line the Prohibition 15 extended ] 
o th fore Degree.” '{- + 0 4 
4. In the Right Line aſcending and A the | 
I Cdn of Marriage is perpetual, when they are 
| alive and dead, becauſe grounded upon the Law of Na- ; 
E an. 
Ea The 1 Degrees are forbidden abending or 
deſcending by che hke Analogy. : 


6. The 


e 
6. 1 he Hane Degrees ate reſtrained, by the like 


1 14 8 in both Sexes, as well on the Man s part, as 


on the Womans, as tis not lawful for the Father to 


1 marry his Sons Daughter or his own Daughter, fo 


neither is it lawful for the Mother to marry her 


_— Son or Grandſon, either by Son or Daughter. 
Where the Degrees farther off are forbidden, 


the: nearer are incluſively prohibited. For if it be 


not lawful for Let to uncover the Nakedneſs of 
his Grand-daughter, much more unlawful is it for him 


to uncover the Nakedneſs of his immediate Daugh- 


ter. 8 

Ast to o Degree: of Affnity thive are Two Rules. 

1 1. That ins what Degree of Conſanguinity the Hus- 
band is diſtant, in the ſame Degree of Affinity is 


the Wife removed; becauſe the Husband and 
Wife are but one "Fleſh. As the Uncle is in the 


third Degree of Conſanguinity, to is his Wife of 
Affinity. 


2. One Perſon added unto tier by carnal Copu- 


lation changeth the kind of Affinity but not the Degree. 


As the Brother's, Wife is of Affmity in the fecond 
Degree and firſt kind, if after ſhe marry another 
Husband, he is in the fame Degree of Aftmity, bur 
m the ound: kind. {© | 


Affinity, the next, the middle, and the remote. 
Thus the Brother J Wife, and is Siſter S Husband 


1 1 | | | are: 


We mult note that * arc Three Kinds of 


3 
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are in the firſt, te next kind. The. e 8 


Wife's Husband is in the ſecond, | the middle. 


The ſecond. Hudband' 's ſecond Wite is in the third, | 
the remote. Affinity bindeth only of: neceſſity - in 
the firſt kind, in 4 ſecond for publick Honeſty * 
and Decency, in the third of mere Curiolity not in 


Conſcience. 


Affinity in the firſt kind is a perpetual Bar and | 


| et raged to Marriage, not. only during Life but 


afterward. For though the Wife be dead, yet her 
Kindred are of Affinity (till unto her Husband. The Hus- f 


band himſelf is of Affinity to all his Wifes Kindred. 
And ſo likewiſe the Wife to her Husbands. - 


But I foreſee fome Objections that will be raiſed, | 


let me aſſoll . and I will then confirm my 
Propoſition. 

1. Object. This cannot he. a . natural 1 
binding 7 obliging all univerſally. For then Man- 
kind muſt have periſhed in their Root. Cain married 


his own Siſter, for if He had not, there could not 


have been a Succeſſion of Men in the World, God 
creating only one Man and one Woman, 125 
Anſw. But 1. I reply, that *tis none of my Aſſertion 


that this is a Moral N atural, but a Moral Poſitive 1 


Law: So that this Objection doth not here in ts 
b affect me. 


I ſhall grant once for Diſpute lake, BAY to 
eule my Opponent, that this is 2 Moral Natural 
| Law; 


Lows 3. and yet Cain did hot fin againſt,” nor cds 


| the Law in marrying his own Sifter. For God, the 
7 God, Author, and Creator of Humane Nature, when 


he gave this L to be @ perpetual and invio- 


ö lble Rule to human N ature, did not thereby tie 
up himſelf, although he tyed up Mankind, Beſides 


he can for wiſe and juſt cauſes, of his own (reſerved 


f in the Cabinet of bis own. Breaſt, and which he is 


in no wiſe obliged to give his Creatures an account 


it f of) diſpenſe with his own Law: Yea and he did 


actually diſpenſe with it unto. Cain; and if Men will 


j Ss a Reaſon. of God's Diſpenſation, it may be 


this, I he preſent Hxigent requiring it, ſuch is my Wall 
and Pleaſure. We are bound indeed to obſerve the 


Law; but God is not bound to obſerve and keep 1 it: 
And as the Lord of the Sabbath hath changed the firſt 
Sabbath from the laſt Day of the Weck in the 
Creation, into this firſt Day of the Week, which 
we now celebrate becauſe of his Reſurrection: + 
alſo as I faid even now for wiſe, good, juſt, 
holy Ends and Reaſons of his own, the Lord 


of the Law of Marriage may and did diſpenſe with. 
his own. Law of Marriage. He hath obliged us 


thereunto | perpetually, but never did himſelf: N e 


Soveraignity can do what he Pleaſeth, nor can we 
lay unto him, why doſt thou fo ?: / 


Al. 


2d. Object. Then it ſeettns Medelfiny i is Fl 12 4 
Do Wang to violate God's >Moral Law). 


, 1 chink we Abbe confi 2 for things 


1. That there is a twofold Neceſſity, one of 


Man's making, and another of God's. 


2. We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt God's Permifon 


and Tolleration, - and betwixt God's 
Approbation. , 


3. Betwixt an ner Suſpenſion of Duty 


Allowance and 


upon an unavoidable Occaſion, and a willful delibe- 
rate Rebellion againſt the Divine Law. Ler J aps 


ply theſe to our purpoſe. | 


1. The Neceſſity into which Can was biegt, 
was not a Neceſſity of his own making, but of 


' God's, who though he had, and ſtill hath, and wil! 
for ever have an inexhauſted fullneſs of Omniporency, 


and could if it had fo pleaſed him, have created at 


firſt many Men and many Women to have been 
the Parents of Mankind, yet in his infinite Wiſdom * - 
he faw it moſt fit and meet to create but one Man 
and one Woman, to be the common Source and 


Root of their future Offspring. Now there being 
none other Women in the World beſides his Mother 
and Siſters, Cain muſt of neceſfiry marry. his own 


Siſter, or not marry at all; ſo that he is thus far 


acquitted from the Violation of this Moral Natural 


Law. Bur if a Man bring himſelf by ſin into a 


Neceſſity, which he might have at firſt | avoided, 


although he could not afterward, - of breaking this 
Lav, I cannot ſee how he can be ablolved. His Plea 


. I 


Pe _ Y . — — — 


1 + 


Js 


and not from themſelves. 
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of Neceſſity is of his bwn making, therefore it will be 

rejected. How can heanſwer this Interrogatory ? Who 
brought you into this Neceſlity 2 Not God; for he 
never neceſſitateth any one to Sin, or to violate his Law. 


So that notwithſtanding his Pretence of Neceſſity, he is 


yet guilty before God ; at beſt, his Neceſſity will ex- 


cuſe him but 4 tanto, not 4 toto, from ſomewhat, not 

from the full and whole Offence and Guilt. 
2. In the Caſe of Cain, the Act of Obedience unto 

this La was ſuſpended, and that for this once, it being 


an Occeliongynayoidable ; for he had none but his own 
Siſter co marry, and he muſt either marry her or burn. 
But now adays the World is wide enough, and Men 
may pick and chuſe where they pleaſe, without leaping 
over God's Pale, or breaking down God's Hedge and 

- Incloſure ; fo that here is no room nor ground at all for 
pleading Neceſſity. It muſt therefore needs be a delibe- 
rate, wilful, and if alſo it be wittingly done, a 


moſt horrid aggravated Impiety and Rebellion againſt the 
Divine Majeſty. Were a Man in the Iſle of Pines, out 


of all poſſibility of Commerce with the reſt of Mankind, 
there would be ſome Shadow of Reaſon for ſuch a Plea. 
When the Heathen Mariners in that dreadful Storm 
did caſt Jenas oyer-board, and when Soldiers ſhall fight 
in their own Defence, or Chriſtian Slaves ſhall work 
upon the Sabbath Day, their Plea of Neceſſity is admit- 
table, and will excuſe them if not à toto, yet 4 tanto; ef- 


* 


pecially if this Neceſſity came from God immediately, 
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3. Laſtly let it be conſidered, that in the Caſe 1 Ne- 


cet) at the beſt there is but God's Permiſſion and 


Toleration for that time, not an indefinite Approbation 
of the like Action for the future. 
34 Object. But what will you ſay to the Caſe of | 
Abraham 2 He was under no Neceſſity, yet he did marry 
his own Siſter, 20. Cen. 12. And yet indeed ſhe is my Sifter, 
the Daughter of my Father, hut not the Daughter of my Mother, 
and ſhe became my Wife. 

Anſwer 1.AllActions ofGod'sSaints are neither imitable 
nor juſtifiable, becauſe Amram marryed his Siſter, 


his own Aunt Fechebed, and becauſe 4braham married his 


Niece or Half Siſter ; this is no warrant for any Man 


to marry the Widow of his deceaſed Brother, or the 
Siſter of his deceaſed Wife. Theſe were Rennie in 


thele Saints, as there be Spots in the heavenly Bodies, we 


are to walk by Rule, and not by every Example, by 


Precept, and not by Precedents; we are to be followers 

of Saints no farther than they are of God. | 
2. But if it ſhould be urged, that this was a moral 

. Law; I reply, that Nature, ſince the Fall is. 


very much impaired and depraved, a dark Night of Ig- | 
norance of many neceſſary and important Dang hath en- 
vellopped the Underſtanding of Man, and our Memo- 


ries are exceeding feeble, leaky and forgetful, So that 


it might be, as I conceive it was, a Sin of Ignorance 1 1 
thoſe Two famous Patriarchs ; and the Times and Facts 


done in that eſtate of Ignorance God dm did overlook, 
1 ſeem to conni ve or wink at, to 74 l them Ly, ar if he did 


take 


tale no motice of them. And Paul's Plea in another Caſe 
might be theirs in this, I obtained Mercy, becauſe I did it 
rgnorantly through unbelief; ſo they obtained Mercy, becauſe 
they did it ignorantly, either not knowing, or having 
quite forgotten the Moral Natural Law of Marriage. 
z. But there is another Anſwer, which if it do not cut 
the Throat of thi is Objection, yet may diſſolye much of 
the Power and Force of it, and it is this That Sarah 
was the Siſter of Abraham, as Lot was his Brother, that 
is, ſhe was his Couſin Serum Any one that is acquain- 
ted, tho? but in a little meaſure with the Commonwealth 
of che Hebre ws cannot but know this, that they did or- 
dinarily ſtile their Couſins their Brethren and Siſters. 
And fo Abraham might ſay truly according to the He- 
brew Idiom, that Sarab his Wife was his Siſter, that 
is, his Kinſ woman. But if this will not go down, let 
me add in the Fourth Place, that the Hebrew Divines 
do fay (and I know no reaſon to the contrary why we 
ſhould not believe them) that Sarah was not Terah's 
Daughter, but his Grand-daughter, her F ather was Ha- 
ran the Son of Terab, and ſhe is the ſame that is called 
Iſcab, (ſhe having Two Names, a thing common and 
uſual among the Hebrews) 1 1. Geneſ. 29. 
Inſtance. But Abraham 111 ſhe was the Daughter of his 
Father. E 
Anſwer. And I do own. it 111 Terab begat Haran of 
; his firſt Wife, but by another Wife he begat Abraham, 
who marryed Teab alias Sarab, the Daughter of his Half- 
Brother Haran; ſo that he did not marry his uterine Si- 
Fe ſter, but his Ni iece of the half Blood, his own Facher's 
— 2 Grand- 
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Grand: emen a Nene in thoſe ebay nn which 
there was no known Prohibition, and which God the ſu- 
preme Lawglver connived at, or "indulged for that time, 
altho he did afrerward expreſly forbid it. 

4. Object. But yet tis farther urged, that the Iſraelites 
did marry, yea and were commanded to marry the Wi- 
dow of their deceaſed Brother, 25. Deuteron. 5. Therefore 
the Marriage of a dead Brother's Widow, or of a dead 
Siſter's Husband is not unlawful. 

Anſwer 1. I could reply that there is no general Rule, 
but admits of ſome particular Exception, Limitation, or 

Reſtriction. This was a ſpecial Caſe, and for a ſpecial 
end, vix. to raiſe up Seed unto the deceaſed Brother, that 
his Name might not be forgotten in Iſrael ; but if he had 
left any Iffue behind him, it had been utterly unlawful, 
an hainous Sin, no leſs than Inceſt in the Brother ro have 
copulated with this Widow. 

2. I his was a particular Law unto the. Hebrews,not i in 
che leaſt binding us, or any other Gentile Nations, and it 
expired when the ſet appointed time of Reformation by 
the great and ſovereign Lawgiver of the Church came, 
when the Church: State and Civil-Polity ofthe Jews, were 
both diſſolved. It was one of Moſes his Judicials which 
he gave unto that People, and could be no longer in force 
than whilſt they were a Church and Body Politick : But 
*tis Sixteen Hundred Years ago. that they ceaſed to be 
fuch, and have been ever ſince rejected and caſt off by 
God, having commutted that moſt execrable and unpa- 
E zalell d Parricide n the Lord of Aar God hath bran- 


ded. 
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ded them with that infamous mark of Cain, to be Fugi- | 
tives and Vagabonds upon the Face of che Earth, and 
fo are become Lorubamah and Loammi, none of Gods 

People, ſuch as upon whom he will have no Mercy, and 

the Generation of his Wrath and Curſe. How theſe 
ſhould come to be inveſted with the Priviledge of a Theo- 
craſy, and to be the preſent Proprietors, Poſſeſſors, and 
Subjects of divine Laws, is a riddle that I cannot ve, 

eſpecia ly when as at this Day, they are not Owners of 
one Foot of Land in the known or civilized World. 
Yea and alchough they have their Synagogues allowed 
them in many Chriſtian States, Kingdomsand Dominions, 
yet thoſe Lords and Princes where they live, do take ſuf⸗ 

| ficient care to abridg and reſtrain them in "the Exerciſe 
of their Diſcipline, and Obſervation of any Laws given 
unto their Fore- fathers, which do claſh with thoſe of that 
State and Kingdom, in which they are permitted as 
Strangers to reſide and ſojourn. 
3. This Law of marrying the Widow of the dead Bro: 
* did not extend to every Brother, but only to the | 
firſt· born; fo that it only obliged Simeon and Levi and | 
the younger Brethren of Reuben, in caſe he had no Chil- | 
dren to marry his Widow: But in Caſe Simeon the feconk {| 

Son of Jacob and Brother of Reuben had died without 

Children, neither Levi nor Judah were under any Obi. 
gation by this Law to matry the Relict of Simeon, God | 


ſeems to have provided this Law to paclerie the Dignicy 
and Namo of was Agſi-born, 
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4. Yea and our Jewiſh Maſters do acquaint us, that 
it bound the Brother by the Father's ſide only, for the 
Brother of the half Blood was with them counted no Bro- 
ther in this Caſe, and ſo not under the Obligation of this 
Law. : N i ER i 
5. Object. But the divine Hiſtorian giveth us this Ac- 

count of Jacob's Marriage, that he marryed Two Siſters 
together at the ſame time, and poſſibly within a Week, 
or a veryſhorttimeone of theother, 30. Geneſ. 21. to 30. 
Anſwer. This Objection is ſo very weak and trifling, 

that were not our inceſtuous Perſons hard put to for Ar- 
guments to vindicate their ſinful Pranks and Nuptials, 
they would not as drowning Perſons catch hold of ſuch 
a feeble twig as this to help and preſerve them, one word 
will eaſily cut its Ham- ſtringss. 

1. Jacob's Marriage with Leah was a mere trick put 
upon him by his unrighteous Father in Law. Cunning 
Crafty Laban cheated honeſt plain-hearted Jacob by 
ſubſtituting his Daughter Leah inſtead of Rachel in the 
dark Night into his Bed, 'who might therefore moſt 

juſtly have repudiated her, for ſhe was not the Perſon 
that they had both agreed upon in their Marriage-tran- 
faction, to have been given him for his Wife. And ſuch 
a notorious Error as this was, the very Perſon not being 
the ſame for whom they covenanted, and He ſerved Seven 


Fears Apprenticeſhip, and who was upon theſe Condi- 
tions promiſed him, and whom he intended to haye eſ- 
pouſed; Caſuiſts do unanimouſſy determine that it doth 
null, diſſolve, and make void the Marriage: It being 
7 r 
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no Marriage before God, , yea notwithſtanding that he 
had cohabited with her by conjugal Performances, Jacob 
might warrantably enough have returned Leah back again 
unto her deceitful Father, ſhe was none of his Wife, and 
that both Leah and Laban did very well know. 

2. This very Marriage was afterward exprefly forbid- 
den of God, 18. Levit. 18. Thou ſhalt not taks a Woman to 
V fe to her Siſter, it will vex her, thou uncovereſt her Naked- 
neſs, that is, if thou haſt the other in her life time, it 
is Inceſt, and that he ſhould not after her Death marry 

her Siſter, I ſhall prove evidently by and by. 
3. Some by a Woman to her Siſter to Wife, do not 
underſtand a Siſter born of the ſame Parents, whether 
of che whole or half Blood, but a Woman at large, 
who by Reaſon of her Sex and Nation, not becauſe of 
Conſanguinity is her Siſter ; ſhe is not to be married du- 
ring the Life of the firſt Wife, and fo make this Law 
to prohibit Polygamy, the Sin of Lamech, Bur I ſhall 
not enter upon the Examination of this Gloſs 3 what 1 
have ſaid before is a ſufficient Anſwer unto the Objection, 
6. Object. But the Palmary Argument for theſe Mar- 
r1ages, and upon which the Parties concern d do moſt 
depend, is this, their great Expediency. © A Man hath 
received ſome Thouſands of Pounds with my deceaſed 
Child, and was a very kind Husbaud to her, why ſhould 
© ſo much Money, ſuch a fair Stock in Trade, and fo good 
© Relation as this be loft as to my Family? I have ano- 
© ther Daughter to aliſpoſe of, let her enjoy this good na- 
C tured Gentleman, and bis Money, Stoch, Trade, E fates 


they lament their own Raſhneſs and Follies in entring 
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© and Wealth will be devolved upon the Children that ſhall 
© he begotten on her Body, let them be married. 
Another ſaith, I am left with a Family of (mall Chil- 
© dren, my own Relations are unnatural both to me and them, 
© they take no care of them, nor i} my Concerns; 1 am neceſ- 


© fitated to be abroad in the World to ſeek a Livelyhood, and 


© to get Bread for them; and in my Abſence my poor Or- 


© phans are neglected, and my Goods imbezelled and pur- 
c loyned, My dead W. rfe | hath a ſurviving Siſter, of a 
© ſweet loving Diſpoſition, kind and compaſſunate to my (Hil- 
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© dren, ſhe will make a good Wife for me, and the beſt Mo- 
© ther in Law for them. TO 


Hereupon the Marriage is conſummated, Anſw. But in 


truth Inceſt is hereby committed, Infamy, and Troubles 


both in Body and Mind, upon their Eſtate, Family and 


Poſterity are contracted, accumulated and entayled : 


Theſe are the Expediencies of ſuch a Marriage ; God is 


highly diſhonoured, his holy Law violated, the Con- 
ſciences of the marryed couple after ſome time woefully 
entangled and perplexed ; they are the common talk of 


Town and Country, a Reproach among their Neigh- 


bours, the Pity and Grief of their beſt Friends, their 


Children are hooted and pointed at as a ſpurious, illegiti- 
mate Brood and Off-ſpring,upon whomGod will viſit the 
Iniquity of their Parents, And pray what good will a great 


Eſtate, or a Maſs of Riches do unto an awakened and 
diſturbed Conſcience ? For it - ordinarily iſſues in this; 


Here is Death in the Pot of all their Comforts. Now 


. 
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- ſo inconſiderately upon this ſinful and unfortunate Mar- 
riage, and curſe the Authors and firſt Contrivers of it, 
who have plunged them by their miſchievous Advice and 
Counſel into thoſe Doubts, Fears, and Perplexities, 
that they cannot tell how to extricate themſelves out of 
them. As Strangers do not intermeddle with other Men's 
inward Joys and Comforts, ſo alſo it is not poſſible for 
them to ſee and feel their inward Diſquiets, Fears, Sor- |! 
rows and Horror. A guilty Conſcience rovzed up and 
alarum d with the Sight and Senſe of Sin, with the Fear | 
ol God's Wrath and Vengeance, proveth an inſupporta- | 
ble Burden; fain would it under its forrowful Appre- | 
henſions of the juſt Diſpleaſure of an incenſed God de- 
part from its Herodzas, be divorced from this unlawful 
Marriage: But then it meeteth with great Oppoſitions || 
from its own corrupted ſelf, from this miſerable World, | 
from carnal Relations, from its unhappy Yoke-fellow |} 
and poor Children, who do all ſeverally act their parts 
upon the Theater of this perplexed Soul, to its fore Af- | 
fiction and Diſtraction, oppoſe and obſtruct its good 
Reſolutions poſſibly to its eternal undoing. Sinful ſelf 
thus argues, O] this is a moſt dear, affeftionare, faithful, 
0 careful, and beneficial Partner to me ; why ſhould 1 diſoblige 3 
© her, caſt her off, and looſe her? Tas I that courted, wooed, 
| 


band brought her into theſe Bonds and Shackles ; why ſhall 1 
b be ſo baſe and diſmgenuous. as 10. ſeparate my ſelf from her, 
© and leave her in the lurch ? 1 ſhall never. meet with ſuch ano- 

© ther Woman for | conjugal helpfulneſs and aſſiſtance whilſt ! 
© live ; ſhe hath deſerved better at my Hands, than that J 
V 
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© ſhould for ber endearing Love, for her winning and e ar- 
© riage, fer her very conſiderable Fortune, ſo ill requite her, ag to 
c ſhake ber quite off, What will the World ſay of me2 but that 
© | am one af the wor ſt of Men, a Prodigy of: Baſeneſs,Unmatural- 
© neſs and Ungrateſulneſs ; One who having ſatiated my bratiſh 
© Appetites upon a ver tuous, harmleſe Per ſon, do now moſt wickedly 
© and unworthily ſeek, her utter Ruin. How can I bear up under 
© the heavy load of ſuch deſerved Calummes and Reproaches a 

6 But | bear alſo the Rage aud Thunder of her exaſperated 


© Relations, ringing loud and large Peals daily and hourly in my 
| © Bars, What? do you make 
® to cover your Violence and Injuſtice 2 Do you thus ill requite us 


C onſcience and R eligion a pretext 


© for our Love and Eſteem of you, in preferring you: alove all 


© other Perſons in the World ts ibe Marriage of our Daughter? 
Tale heed what you do, and lool to your ſelf, for we will not 
C put up the Affront 3 you {ball give us the ut mo ft ſati faction for 


© this Injury and Indignity you do ut and or Family. Yu ſhall 


Che called to an account for it | ſooner or later. And now 


ny poor Wife and Children alſo are in Fears, weeping and 


crying out, what have | done, ſaith ſhe, to be thus wr nge l 


© and abuſed by you? Have nat I readily and chearfully perfor- 
& © med all the Duties of- my Relation to ou 2 (an you with any 


© ſhew or ſhadow of Reaſon complain of me, that I have failed 


in any one point of conjugal Lave,Logalty, and Obedience to yiu 2 


© ou cannotyyea and your own Conſcience tells you you cannot; be= 


| © fides, if 


jon will ruin me, why will you rum and undoe\ theſe 


' © ſweet Children 2 Fhey are yours, Man! as well as mine, they 
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© he the Fruits and Pledges of our mutual conjugal Affection; I 
' EBrought them to you in a lawful and honourable Marriage: Why 
Alid jou ſeduce and chouſe me with uur goldenComplements into this 


Eſet 


ou 2 14 v 
a <P WY Sa ane, 15 a - — . — 2 5 VT 12 FO . 
— — * © - — 


fo —— 


© diſaftrou. ſtate? Why will you ſtigmatixe theſe innocent 
6 Babes of ours by your folly and frenzy ? Wh muſt theſe paſs 
© for a brood of Baſtards with the World, and 1 branded as in- 
© ceſtuous Births, Brats begotten of inceſtuous Parents 2 Have 
J, or they deſerved this at your Hands 2 Then the poor Children 
Terry, why, Father! will you put away our poor Mother 2 
© Why muſt ſbe be turu'd out of Doors? If you leave her, we 
© will leave u, and ſo you will looſe all that Comfort, Delight 
© and Satisf ation that Parents have in their Children. 
| Here now the very Bowels of this unfortunate Hus- 
band are torn in pieces; and what between Nature and 
Conſcience, what between Relations, Wife and Chil 
dren, what between worldly Intereſts, and rhe Senſe 
and Dread of God's Wrath, the Man is at his Wit's 
end, he knows not what Courſe to ſteer and take, he 
is grinded to pieces betwixt theſe Milſtones ; and whom 
may hethank for his continual and unſufferable Anguiſh, 
but his own fleſhly Luſts, his unreaſonable and unſatia- 
ble Deſires after the World, his fooliſh Compliance with 
thoſe ſinful Oracles, which he at firſt conſulted in this 
vexatious and afflicting Buſineſs, Theſe are the Imagi- 
nary and conceited Expedients, but real Miſchiefs of this 
- wretched and. wicked Marriage. In truth had theſe Per- 
ſons made God's holy Word the Man of their Counſel, 
when they firſt undertook it, had they but asked Advice 
from ſome y udicious Divine and able Caſuiſt, from a 
faithful, skillful, ſpirttual Guide, tis very probable all 
| theſe Heart-cutting, Soul-wounding Accidents might 
have heen prevented. But when they firſt deſigned Mar- 
1 195 eee E. one {878 F435 W007 riage, 


riage, God's end init (which ſhould h 


and forgotten. The Marriage-makers, and Marriage- 
undertakers in our Days, do ſet up for the World, not 


for Heaven in their Marriages: They are fomg rich and 


great, not for a religious and godly Family ; God was 


not in all their Thoughts about it. Thus the degenerate 


Sons of God in the old Antidiluvian World, choſe the 
Daughters of Men becauſe they were fair and beautiful, 
of high Birth, and noble Extraction; becauſe they were 
plentifully endowed with rich Portions, and an over- 


grown Eſtate. So that Mammon and Belial, Pride and 

Avarice are the only Gods with whom they conſulted in 

the making of theſe Matches, and to rhefe Deities did 

theſe Muckworms offer Sacrifice in the beginning, and 
pay their full Homage in the final Conſummation of them. 

| Theſe are the Expediences and Conveniences which they 


pretended for them. But as for Religion, Profef- 


ſion, Practiſe and Power, of Godlineſs to be kept up 

in their Families, and to be propagated by them down | 

unto their Pofterity after them; this was the leaſt in | 
their Thoughts, poſhbly never at all in their Minds or 


Purpoſes. No wonder then that God doth blow upon, 


blaſt and accurſe ſuch Marriages, depriving them of thoſe | 
Comforts, that holy Marriages wartanted and folemmi- | 
ed according to God's Inſtitution are crowned and ble | 


he = ec — 2 


ſed 


cn have been theirs,” 
and theirs principally ) was never ſo much as thought up- 
on, nor in the leaſt intended. God's end in Marriage 
is an holy Seed, Children for God, to keep up his Name 
and Glory in the World; but this was quite neglected 
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fed withal; and viſiting them with thoſe bitter Affli- | 
ctions, and uncomfortable Circumſtances which makes : 
them execrate the very Day and Hour that they ever ven- j 


Hut. i any ſhould reply, chat theſe Married 1 
are notutſhuieted, nor diſtracted with any of theſe in- 
ward Fears and Troubles of Conſcience that you have 

even now mentioned; they are brisk and lively, jovial 
and chearful in their Converſations; they have Proſpe- 
rity and Bleſſings upon themſelves, Families, and tem- 
poral Eſtates, all is but ſham, vain, and imaginary Ter- 
ors that you have been diſcourſing of and ſuggeſting, .. 

I anſwer, It may be true what you ſay concerning 
ſome of theſe marryed Perſons, they are ſwimming at 
preſent inthe pacifick Seas of worldly Happineſs, but the 

Storm will certainly come, that is well which ends well : 
There ts no peace ſaith my God unto the Wicked, the Worm 

of Sin is at the Root of all their Gourds, ſo that how thri- 
ving and flouriſhing ſoever they may be, in a little time 
they will fade and wither. / have ſeen, ſaid the kingly 
Prophet, the wicked in great Power, and ſpreading himſelf 

like a green Bay: Tree, yet he paſſed away, and Lo! He wa- 
| mnt: Tea 1 ſoughtrhim, but he could not be found. I pray 

| | God the Proſperity of Fools may not deſtroy them. 
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Having removed theſe rubs out of our way, and difmiſced theſe 
Oljections, I ſhall now confirm my Poftion with theſe Argu- 
ments.” 1. No ince ſtuous Marriages may be lawfully cele- 


: rated. But the Marriage of the deceaſed Wife's js an 
. ince ſtuous MY N Sicter 


Marriage. 


* 


8 Therefore it Cannot | be lawfully celebr ated. J. 


HE Minor or ſecond Propoſition in this Syllogiſm, 
-& zs chat only which needs Proof, and I ſhall prove 
it preſently ; only before I prove it, let me a little ex- 
plain the Major, which is this, that inceſtuous Marriages 
may not be celebrated, - for they be forbidden and con- 
demned of God. But it will be demanded of me, what 
- 15 Inceſt? unto which I ſhall anſwer in the Words of 
the Caſuiſts, That it is a Cotton with any Perſon nearly re- 
Lited to us by Blood or Affmity (the degree of. nearneſs 
they generally aſſert to be the Fourth) in the fourth degree. 
There is a twofold Inceſt, One which is committed 
betwixt thoſe of the aſcendent or deſcendent Line; as it 
Adam or Mab were now alive this Day, they could not 
marry, or if they did, they muſt marry one of their own 
Children, (for they be all deſcended from them) which 
is Inceſt. This kind of Inceſt iscalled Nephariour, bec ruſe 
tis a Wickednefs that ſhould not be ſo much as men- 
tioned by any one, and when committed, its Memory 
ſhould be buried in the Grave ot everlaſting Oblivion, 
and the Parents Names ſhould ncer be regiſtred, altho 
the Children begotten of them were admitted unto Bap- 
tiſm. There have beca fuck Nepbarious commixtures 


both 


63109 
; both: in ancient ind latter times. In the Baſt-Indies, the 
brutiſh Natives have apologized for it with this Argu- 
ment, ſuch an one as it is, That if the Husbandman may 
lawfully eat the Fruit of that Orchard, which he hath 
planted, then a Father may withas good 2 Warrant know 
carnally his own Daughter, and the Mother her own 1 
but Parables. prove nothing. I have been credibly in- 
form'd, and met with it alſo in Print both in ee fo 
Engliſh, That a young Lady living in the Province of 
. © Languedoc in France, being left a Widow with an only 
© Son, her fond Aﬀection to her Child, and heavy Grief 
© for the Loſs of her dear Husband, engaged her. into a 
0 caſh Vow of perpetual Widowhood, which ſhe reli- 
giouſly obſerved for the ſpace of Twelve Years, but 
© thenviolated it after a molt aſtoniſhing manner. For her 
Son being grown up, ſollicited a. Maiden Gentlewoman 
© that waited on her to commit Folly with him.; but al- 
< tho! the did vertuouſly and reſolutely reject his Court- 
8 lap, he renews his Suit and Battery with more fre- 
© quency and Importunity than ever, inſomuch. thar ſhe 
to be rid of this dangerous Tempter acquaints his Mo- 
© ther with it. The Lady can hardly believe this Infor- 
© mation againſt her Son, counting it a mere Calumny, a 
malicious Forgery to alienate her Aﬀections from hic. 
© But this Accuſer avowing ſtedfaftly her Accuſation, aud 
0 demanding leave to quit her Service and Caſtle, that 
© ſhe might be out of the Rode of Temptation; the La- 
© dy. then bad her make an Aſſignment unte her Son of 
| «Time and Place for E joy ment, and ſhe would be; thare 


din 


n 3 3 
e in her ſtead to give him ſuch a Schboling for his attemi- 
pting upon her Chaſtity, as he never had in all his Life, 
c and which ſhould be a warning to him even to his dy- 
ding Day. This young Gentlewoman at the next inter- 
view doth hereupon proiniſe her Gallant, that the Night 

. - Efgollowing, at ſuch an hour, in ſuch a Chamber ſhe would 
< bed with him. His wretched Mother according to A- 

© greement ſupplies her Place, but inſtead of ſchooling 

c and ratling her Son as ſhe threatned and poſſibly had 
intended, ſhe is now under a violent Temptation, and 
being ſurprized with a burning fit of unnatural Luſt, 

c ſhe doth ſottiſhly yield unto his Embraces, inſomuch 

c that ſhe conceived by him. Finding her {elf to be with 
Child, ſhe is overwhelmed with Horror and Confuſion, 

c and to provide againſt the Shame and Reproaches of the 


c him with Money, orders him to convey her Son unto the 

Lord de Chaumont, Great Maſter of the King's Hou- 
c ſhold (Lovis the 12th was then King) who is my near 
< Kinſman, and a principal Commander in the Wars of 
c Italy, who will gladly receive him, and faid ſhe, diſ- 
c patch hence without delay, and let him be gon early 


© World, ſhe calleth for her Son's Tutor, and furniſhing | - 


< vithoue bidding we Adien. Accordingly the Gorer- | 


c hour taking the young Eſquire with lum, who was glad 
c of the News, rideth away that very Morning. His 
Ji Lady Mother after his Departare 1s plungd into a dee p 
Melancholy, and drowns her ſelf in Floods of peni- 
c tential Tears for her abominable Sin, and feigming her 
lf to be very ſick, ſhe retires to the Houſe of Ber 


7 


. — | Baſtard- 


| 


—— 
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5 again, and to pay his filial Duty to her; the fearing to 


Pennance. When the Wars in Italy were ended, her 


© Baſtard. :Bro j ah ved in another pare of che | 
+ Country, whom'ſhe had obliged with very many Kind-. 
* neſtes ;. unto him ſhe diſcovers her unhappy Circum- 
© ſtances, how that ſhe is with Child, bur conceals che 
„Name of its Father, and begs his Aſſiſtance for her pri- 
E: vate lying in, and ; diſpoſal of her Infant as ſoon as it 
* ſhall be born; He performs faithfully the Office of - 
© kindByother,gers a Midwife and all neceſſary Accommo- 
© dations for a Woman in her Condition; being well de- 
© ivered of a Daughter,, he puts it out ſecretly as his own 
© unto a Nurſe, and the Lady at the Month's end being 
© finely recovered, returns to her own Caſtle again, where 
c ſhepaſleth her time in great Auſterities, Devotion and 


ma 


* 


* 


CO 


© Son writes unto his Mother to give him leave to ſee France 


e relapſe into her former Sin, doth not preſently grant him 
eee ne e Iettets din 
< and again for her Licenſe, ſhe at laſt yields for his Re- 
1 n, but upon this expreſs Condition, that he never 
0 Ke her Face till he be firſt marryed, and bring his Wife 
wich him. During this long Abſence of her Son, the 


4 7 


Daughter is grown Marriageable, and a perfect Beauty, 


and was by the Conſent of her unknown Mother, put 


by her Baſtard. Uncle into the ſervice of the Queen of 


Neverre, who loved her very tenderly, becauſe, of her 
© Beauty and excellent Diſpoſition, and reſolved to prefer 


_ *Katherine (for ſo ſhe was called) to a rich Husband. 


Father returning out of Italy happened to 
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immediste- 
©ly in Love wich her, and with the Qücens conſent 
© marries her: Having conſummated his Marriage, he ac- 


wing 
© kad the iſt gh: ofthis race Beauty, arid 


© quaints his Mother with it, and brings home his young 
Wife with him. The Lady underſtanding with whom 
© he was married, finds her to be open Bat ter and 
© Siſter. This inceſtuous Marriage of her two Children, 
throws her into greater Diſtreſs of Conſcience than eyer, 
© infomuch that not being able to bear the bürden of er 
© inward Torments any longer, ſhe rides over tothe Pope's 
Legate at Avinion (whoſe Name was George 17 and of the 
Houſe of Anboiſe) unto him ſhe declares her enormous 
din in Confeſſion, penitentiy craving his Loy Advice 
© for her Conduct under theſe moſt perplexing Agonies : 
© The Legate in Order to her Satisfaction, calls gether 
© a undo of Divines, able Caſuiſts, to whom he propounds | 
cher Caſe, but without mentioning the Perſons con- 
© cern'd. Theſe grave and judicious Doctors having ma- 
< turely conſidered all ug, do come to this 
© Reſolution, that the Mother ſhould not inthe leaſt 1 no- 
© rifie this Affair unto her Children, becauſe twas but a 
© {in of Ignorance in them, but chat ſhe ſhould tnder- 
© go a very ſevere Pennance All her days for it. See Les 
© deux Marquerites, pag. 43 3. to 441. | 
l have read alfo another ſuch Caſe in 2 piece of Mr. Lu- 
' theirs, which happened on his Knowledge at Erphurd in 
Germany: And that holy Manof God, Brſhop Hall in his 
Caſes of C(onſcience hath the like inſtance withthis French 
one, related by me, fee LHR Conſc: | 413. to 47 
Ss A certain Ship- Carpenter, who liv d hear a 1 


a ; * 
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| _— 
Townin the Weſt of kw 4 had begot a Chil . on 
the. Body of his own unmarried Daughter, an You 
Th Miniſter of that Pariſh was taxed. for baptizing this 
Infant, born of | inceſtugus Parents, who teſtified no Re- 
morſe, nor had undergone any publick Pennance for their 
ſcandalous and moſt abominable Crime, he replyed in his 
own Defence, that he was no Biſhop to injoyn them Pen- 
Nance; | nor was the Diſcipline of the Church, committed 
unto him, who Was a Prieſt only, but no Prelate. 
th There is another kind of Inceſt, which altho not 

8 great as this before mentioned, yet is a very hai nous 
Sin before God; this is committed by Perſons in the 
fame Line and Degree of Conſanguinity and Affinity, | 
as when Brethren and Siſters of the whole or half Blood, 
or Brethren and Siſters through Affinity ſhall cohabit to- 

gether, and have carnal Knowledge of one another, whe- 
yk they be, married together, or be lingle Perſons, this 
their Commixture is Inceſt. 

Such Coitions as theſe are utterly unlawful, exceeding 1 
ſinful i inthe Eyes of God, and becauſe of the nearneſs o 
the Relation, are called Inceſt; by che Civil and Canon 
Laws, which are in force in other European Nations, as 
alſo. by the Statute Laws of England. 4 
Such a Marriage as chis js, betyixt a Man and his ; 
Miles Siſter, or Detwirt 2 Woman and her, dead Hur 
| band's Brother is Inceſt, in the Judgment and Opinion 

x Divine and Humane Law-givers; 526d why — 

57 20. Levit. 17. And hg a Man ſtall take his Softer, 
hir Father's NRaugbrers orchis Hauber 8. Daughter, and ſee; her 

Nah , is. mikedohings rails char is, il 


* 
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molt horrid Impiety, Shame'and Ref 5 1 18 an un- 


lawful Action, tis an unſpeakable F iche; we are at a 
loſs, and want words to exprels the foulneſs of this Sin; 
Iis a very great Miſery, a moſt woeful;' and much to be 
lamented T ranſgreſſion, Ard they ſhall be” cut off in the 
febt of their People : He hath HOO. ad C 12705 5 g gar 
He ſhall bear bis Iniquity. 


Tf any one reply, the Text prohibits the uncovering of 


Brother or Siſter by Confanguinity, but not by Aﬀini- 


ty, I ſhall refute chi 1 nn oy this my ſecond 


Argument. 5 
2 If a Man may not mirty his own tua Siſter, 
then he may not marry his Wits s Siſter, ſo if a Woman 


may not marry her own natural Brother, nor may ſhe 
her Husband's Brother; for married Perſons are one Fleſh, 


l by God's holy Ordinance and Inſtitution; The 
bee one Fleſh, the moſt intimate and ſtricteſt Union in 


Nature; ſo that in the Account of God, their Relations 
by Affmity are as near to them as thoſe by Conſanguinity, 


2 Man may not marry his own Siſter, and therefore not 

his Wife's Siſter. There is an Exception made apainſt 
this Aﬀertion, that notwithſtanding the nearneſs of their 
Relation, we allow two Brothers to marry two Siſters, 
and yet cheſe collateral Marriages, theſe reciprocal and 


Suppoſition Llay Ws down 
rich Kexia the eldeſt Daughter of Job, Sered"bythis 


ey two ſhall 


croſs Marriages are not all accounted inceſtuous. Nor in- 

deed can they, for theyvare far enough from being ſuch. 

Let me ſet this matter in its clear Light; Zabulm hath 

N TIF Sons, Sered, Eblon, and Jemael ; Serad marries (fot 
n, not that be dil lo in truth) 


Marriage EY 
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Ch) WE 
Marriage is Want Brother to the Two Siſters of His 
Wife, but his Two Brethren have no Relation at all unto - 
them, neither by Conſanguinity nor Affinity: If there- 

fore Eblm marrieth Jemima, and Jemuel marrieth Kerena- 
bapuch, they do not uncover the Nakedneſs of any one 
near a kin unto them; for before their Marriage, tho 
their elder Brother ſtands related to them by Affinity, yet 
they did not; fo that they might lawfully contract 
chk Marriage. And thus 0 Mablab,. Ti wy Hoglah, 
Milcah, and Noah, marry.with God's Approbation and. 

| g00d Bleſſing, Five Brothers, the Five Sons of their own 
| Uncle: Families are hereby ſtrengthened, fraternal. Love 
corroborated and maintained, mutual Aſſiſtance in Caſe - 
of Exigency and Neceſlity given and received. But I 
proceed to a third Argument, by which to canfirm my. 
Poſition, and it is this. 
—- Marriages condemned by all Eaws, Divine and 
Humane, Scriptural, Igel and Canonical, ought 
not to be celebrated; but ſuch Marriages as theſe, With 
the Widow of the deceaſed Brother, or with r Siſter 
of the deceaſed Wife are condemned by all thoſe Laws, 
| rherefore they ought not to be ale rel. The Aſſum 

| ption I have in part proved from expreſs Texts of Scri- 
pture; and altho I am no Juriſt, nor are either the. Ci- 

Aff or Papal Laws my Sttidy or Profeſſion, yet T ſhall of- 
fer one or two Quotations out of them, to evidence that. 

| ſuch kind of Marriages are tondemned by them. Firſt, 

che Imperial Law will not ſuffer them, ie do utteriy re- 

| faſe all Eicenſe to marry the Brother's Wife, or to be joyned unto 
two Sifters, Code Bock _ „Tit. * Law x 0 Valentin and 
2 ; do ens A * * 


_ 


Again in the ſame Book, Law 9, Thus. the Emperor. Ana/ta- 
ſins enacteth, We aecree that all 1/penj-Fr0ns and License granted 


= * 
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by the Prince, which do give leabe to mar the Brother's wife, &c. 
ſhall be null and void: My Author diaw<ih hence this Inference, 
viz, That ſeeing the Laws of Princes do concurr with the Law of | 
God in the Prohibition of ſuch Marriages, it followeth, that they 


are mere moral Precepts, and agreeable to the Lam of Nature, 
The rude and brutiſh Muſcovites (whofe Chriſtianity hath 
been called in Queſtion in a publick Diſputation in one of the 


German Univerſities): are yet in theſe Marriages; more nice and 


ftri than the very Romaniſts. For Joannes Faber in his Trea- 
tiſe of the Religion of the Muſcovites, aſſureth his Readers, 
that there was none ever found among them, who contracted 


Matrimony in the fourth Degree, nor do they diſpenſe with 
any for ſo doing, wherefore they condemmn the Papiſts for 
marrying their Kinſwomen. Damianus ,, a Goes writes 
that the Chriſtians in the Churches of Mthiopia do not marry 


any of their Blood until the ſeventh Degree; neither is it 


lawful for their A bana or Patriarch therein to diſpenſe with any. 
The Churches of Swi#zer/and in their laſt Confeſſion, Chap, 29. 


do teach, that Marriages ought to be made lawiully ia the tear 
of God, and not againſt the Laws, which forbid certain De- 


gres to join in Matrimony, leaſt the Marriages ſhould be incetuows. 


The Reformed Churches of France have fully and clearly pu- 


bliſhed their Judgments on this Article, as I have evidenced in 
my Sy nodicon, in Gallia Reformatd, Tom. 1. firſt national Synod 


of paris, in the Year 1559. cap. 2. can. 36. The faithful may 


wot contract Marriages within the prohibited Degrees of Aſfiuiiy 
| and Conſanguinity, and the Churches are ts take heed that all Scan- 


| dals in this | particular be avoided. | 118 


\ 


And in the ad national Synod at Poictiers, pag. 18. cap, 6. 


* 


They do authoritatively determine this Queſtion, in theſe word 
May 4 Man lawfully eſpouſe the Siſter of his deceaſed wife, who 


*hath left him Children begotten on her Body by him? To which mas 
©.anſwered, that this is in no wiſe lamful nor expedient;\cavd the: 
ed in ito. 


© Church muſt! ſee to it that (no ſuch. Marriages be folemnit 1 
Again, let no Man marry his Brother's Widow, nor any Wo 


- Ws Fo 


* * a : * * * 2 
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words. 


man him, Who was her Siſter's Husband, Synod of Vertüeil, in 
Synodic. Gal. Reform, vol. 1. pag. 83. "ed 


Ag in the 7 national nog held at Orleans, in the Ten 
| 1562. When as the Lady Atargafer de Ia Yorie, preſented unto that 
grave Aﬀembly her Petition concerning a Marriage, which ne 
pretended to have been contracted, between her ſelf and the Ve- 9 
- bhi william de Schillant, requeſting that the ſaid Marriage might — 
be ratified by their Authority. That general Council of the Re- | 
formed Churches of France rejected her Petition, and gave this 
' Reaſon for it, That they had approved, and do approve of that Sen- 
tence given by the Provincial Synod of Touraine, held at Mons the 
aſt October, by which the [aid Marriage was declared Inceftuous, 
ec ele the ſaid de Schillant had formerly eſpenſed the Siſter of the 
| {aidPetitioner,' and it injoined the ſaid Lady to ſuhmit quietly there- 
unto, and to ob{erve it with Repęſe and 7 ranquility of Conſcience. 
Moreoder this Council ex horts her to return unto her own Chuare h, and 
there to make ſuch acknowledgment of her Fault as the Copfiſtory ſhall” 
' think meet. And in the Synod of Vertueil, p. 34.1567. * Let no 
© wan marry his Brother's Widow, nor any woman him whowas her © 
| © Siſter's Husband; and this was the judgment of that famous Man 
of God, Mr. Galvin. . „„ Fa 
Tea and the Canons of the Church of Rome are evidently againſt * | 
theſe Marriages; for ſay they, The Brother cannot have to wife his {| 
| * Brother's Spouſe, much leſs can he have his Brothers wife, that was 
| ot eſpouſed only, but married to him, Cauſ. 27. qu. 3. cap. 11. & - 
Decret. Gregor. Lib. 4. Tit. 1. cap. 4. And it is not lawful to marry + 
the Brother's widow, nor the wife's Brother's widow, Cauſ. 35. qu. 3. 15 
c. S. Again, 1 muſt ſo regard my Kinſman's wife of what degree ſoe ver, 
u tho) ſhe were in the ſame Degree of mine own kinared : By which 
Rule it is no more lawful for a Man to marry his Brother's Wife, 
(or his Wife's Siſter) than his own Siſter, and the Canon goeth + 
farther, they that think otherwiſe are Antichriſt, Qu. 5: 3-N.B.. 
The Pope calls himſelf by craft, Antichriſt, for tis he that by the 
Plenitude of his Power doth give and grant Diſpenſat ions for theſe: - 
| © Marriages. ' My fourth and laſt Argument ſhall be this. | 
| 4. God is not to be provoked to jealouſie, for we are not ſtronger 
than God, but to marry with the Brotners Widow, or the decea- 
ſed Wife's Siſter is a provoking of God to Jealouſie, and a bringing 14 
down Wrath and Vengeance upon our ſelves,” and upon the Lang. # 


* 
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Ixead of no leſs than Three particular Judgments denounced - 
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all be excommunicated from the Body of, the Church, 


Marriages 3. fee, Feu, zd v.1174,22, and; 23. 
al be cutoff, i. 6. Cut off with the Sword Eceleliafti- ; 


from the Communion of Saints, which is holy, for theſe are un- 


clean and prophane, - Or, 2. They ſhall be cut off with the Civil 


Sword, for tis an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Judges ; and the 


Civil Magiſtrate is God's Miniſter, God's Avenger to puniſh evil 
Doers, the Coontemners and Tranſgreſſors of God's Laws. Or, 


3. They ſhil! be cut off by God himſelf, who will not hold them 


Zuilt leſs althy? Man doth: For in Caſe the Magiſtrate. ſhall not 
concern himſelf for the Violation 0i God's Law, yet God will vin⸗ 


* 


dicate his own Glory to the Coſts of ſach daring. Tranſgrellors, 


who in this bright Day of Scripture Light {hall affront his moral 


[Poſitive Laws. And they will at laſt find it by woefulExperience a 


- 


very fearful thiag to fall into the Hands of the living God, 
2. There is another Judgment thundered againſt them, They 


' hall dye Childleſs, God will deſtroy their flouriſhing Children. 


3. Lea and they ſhall be deſtroyed, even a rhe Canaanites were 
with an utter Deſtruttion. - OO UT Ins SE 
Upon the whole, let it be conſidered, 1. That this Divine Law | 
Vas never repealed by the Divine and Supreme Lawgiver, ſo that 
it is ſtill in as full Force & Vigour as Whenit was firſt promulgated, 
_ ,, © 2. That ſuch Perſons are not upon any Pretence whatſoever to 
be contracted and marryed, becauſe it will engage them in the 


horrible Sin of Inceſt, and expoſe them to the eternal and unſup- 
Portable Wrath of God Almighty. 3 5 
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3. Laſtly, in Caſe ſuch Marriages have been ſolemnized, they 
"ſhould be diſſolved by lawful Authority, and the Parties ivorzed A 
each from the other, and never upon the ſevereſt Penalties be ſuf- 
fered to cohabit one with the other, tho they profeſs themſelves 
to be Man and Wife. 3 


for the Sin and Guilt he hath brought upon the Nation, and great 
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